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Indexed numbers of Indigenous and total males and females aged 60 and over, 1981-2001 

Source: Analysis of ABS Censuses 1981-2001; Cotter, Anderson & Smith (2007)  
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...us Kooris always seemed to 

have to get government 

permission to do anything – 

permission to work, 

permission to marry... 





Exclusion to recognition 

 ‘… decided to exclude 

Veterans and Aboriginals 

from the general 

consideration of programs for 

the Aged in this Report.’ 

 
 McLeay (1982) 



Aged Care Reform Strategy 

• Special needs group 

• Setting of age 50 

• Increase in services 

• Community control 

• Consultation 



1994 Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Aged Care 

Strategy 

You let a thousand 

flowers bloom and 

half of them will be 

not viable ...  



1996 

• Change of government 

2007  

• Additional funding 

• Death of an elder 

• Change of government 

2008  

• Indigenous Aged Care Plan 

 



• Limited understanding 

 

• Experimental policy 

 

• Narrow problem frame 

Issues 
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