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Background
People with chronic diseases such as HIV, heart disease and lung disease, as well as those with
The highest
rates of pneumonia in the United Kingdom (UK), for example, are found amongst people with
respiratory, heart and kidney disease,2
3
and adults living with HIV are at an approximately
1

adults.4
5

of individuals and their families.

brought unlike groups together and challenged them to look across sectors and disciplines and
learn from one another.

Barriers patient and health advocacy organisations face
in advocating vaccination to their constituents
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Good Practice
gaps, gaining an understanding of how common barriers have been addressed, and encouraging
a common agenda.

Health Policy Partnership
The Health Policy Partnership (HPP) is a specialist health policy consultancy that works to create
6

7

was undertaken to support engagement with policymakers to improve

video were then developed and launched at the European Health Forum.8
This body of work contributed to the dialogue on the inclusion of a life course approach in the

9

aimed to support policymakers looking

approaches. A literature review was conducted which informed interviews and case studies, drawing

comprehensively.10
an opportunity for all to hear ‘the other side of the story’ and work together to address barriers to

JDRF
works with academia, industry, and government to ensure that the lives of people with type 1
11
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environmental triggers may play a role in the onset of type 1 diabetes, which in turn led to the
12

Meningitis Now
Their
the support they need to rebuild their lives.13
disease – A, B, C, W and Y.
awareness of the importance of these vaccines, as well as vaccines that protect against other
.14

It is crucial that advocacy
It is reasonable, for example, to deploy

of meningococcal disease amongst children and adolescents, which was published in the Lancet
15

Lupus UK

many others on the symptoms prior to diagnosis.16
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17

their members in simple, clear messages. Lupus UK has, however, found it useful for their members

Age UK
Age UK is the country’s leading charity dedicated to helping everyone make the most out of later life,
policymakers.18
Every year, Age UK holds a ‘Keep Well This Winter’ health campaign, which encourages older people
to take steps to ensure their health throughout the winter season.19 Within this campaign, a wide
variety of health materials are disseminated including cold weather alerts and messaging through
their website and social media.
As an element of the ‘Keep Well This Winter’ campaign, Age UK promotes the importance of
it is important to ‘go back to the basics’ in order to educate people and dispel myths surrounding
intermediaries and trusted groups.
Meningitis Research Foundation

20

21

MRF advocated

22

23
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British Lung Foundation

campaigns to prevent lung disease.24
25

For these reasons, BLF is a strong advocate for

social media and website, including infographics that can be shared. BLF also conducts policy

NAT (National AIDS Trust) and Positively UK
NAT is the UK’s HIV policy and campaigning charity and is dedicated to transforming the UK’s

living with HIV in all aspects of life.
26

An

27

funding and provision across a wide range of services, including
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There is confusing and

but referral

services, including all recommended vaccines, to the GP clinic, with follow-up and with engagement

Conclusion and Next Steps

common barriers to be addressed in order to maintain and improve the health of at-risk groups.
change through the following areas:
1. Continue the Momentum

19.28

2. Acknowledge and address barriers organisations may face in promoting vaccination
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3. A Life Course Approach to Vaccination is Essential

4. Assuming Responsibility

advice from a clinical expert.
5. Cross-Sectoral Collaboration

successfully.
6. Forming Effective Messaging

advice.
through a strong understanding of the targeted audience and meaningful and appropriate messages.
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