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Action to Secure Government Support of a UN Convention on the Rights of Older People

Background Information on the UN Convention on the Rights of Older People in Advance of the Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing



BACKGROUND
Between 20 and 24 May 2024 the United Nations Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing (OEWGA) will host its 14th meeting in New York at UN Headquarters. Meeting on an annual basis, UN Member States, National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs), and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) come together to consider the existing international framework of the human rights of older persons and identify possible gaps and how to best address them, including by considering the feasibility of further legal instruments and measures. In previous meetings, attendees have heard compelling evidence on why a Convention on the Rights of Older Persons is needed. This year, between the 13th and 14th sessions of OEWGA, governments will gather in informal intersessional meetings and — in collaboration with NHRIs, NGOs, and the Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons — prepare recommendations on how to address possible gaps identified in the protection of the human rights of older persons. The proposed recommendations will be submitted by the two co-facilitators of the intersessional meetings, the Permanent Representatives of Portugal and Brazil, for consideration by the General Assembly during OEWGA in May. 
ACTION REQUIRED
We are calling on older people and human rights advocates to contact their national-level government representatives before the next session of the UN Open-ended Working Group on Ageing in May 2024 and request that their government:
(a) Expresses support for the elaboration of a new United Nations treaty on the human rights of older persons;
(b) Instruct their national delegation to the United Nations in New York to advocate for and support the adoption of recommendations that will lead to the commencement of drafting of a new convention as a matter of urgency.
WHY DO WE NEED TO ACT NOW?
A legal instrument provides protection to older persons who, as a result of discrimination of the basis of age, are at risk for human rights violations. As governments enter the negotiation phase regarding an international response to observed gaps in the international human rights system it is critical that they are aware that there is a global movement of human rights advocates who are calling on them to support the drafting of a UN Convention on the Rights of Older People. 
WHY DO WE NEED A CONVENTION?
There are no international instruments that explicitly protect older people from ageism and age discrimination in a comprehensive and coherent way.
“A striking feature of the international human rights framework is that there is no explicit guarantee against being subjected to treatment based on ageism, and no explicit obligation on States to take active measures to eliminate ageism and its discriminatory consequences. This contrasts starkly with the existence of treaties that oblige States parties to take steps to eliminate racism, sexism and ableism” Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights [footnoteRef:2] [2: OHCHR, (UN HUMANRIGHTS, OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER)  Update to the 2012 Analytical Outcome Study on the normative standards in international human rights law in relation to older persons, eleventh session UNGA Open-ended Working Group on Ageing, March-April 2021* ] 

Older people are not explicitely recognized under international human rights law, and thus have no legally binding protection of their rights as outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Commitments to protect the rights of older persons on the part of governments are admirable, but legal protection is required. [footnoteRef:3] [3:  INPEA et al, Strengthening Older People’s Rights: Towards a UN Convention, A resource for promoting dialogue on creating a new UN Convention on the Rights of Older Persons, 2023 (12 pp),
r https://rightsofolderpeople.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Strengthening-Rights-English-Low-Res.pdf
] 

WHAT COULD A CONVENTION DO?
A document prepared by a collaboration of international agencies and organisations led by the Global Alliance on the Rights of Older People proposes that a convention could combat ageism and age discrimination, change and improve people’s lives, inform policy making, clarify responsibilities to older people, improve accountability and help older people live lives of dignity.
A convention would see positive impacts for:
OLDER PEOPLE 
The elimination of ageism and the stereotypes which portray older people as a homogenous group would “change the view of older people from recipients of charity to individuals with knowledge, power and experience”[footnoteRef:4], and see the respectful inclusion of older people across the community. A convention would protect not just those who are older today, but those who are young today but will become older in the years to come. [4:  Ibid p8] 

GOVERNMENTS
A framework for whole-of-government decision making would see the respectful recognition of older people across all government activity and result in cost saving from minimising the duplication of effort and resources as well as harnessing the positive contribution of older people. Such a framework would have prevented a system that has seen many violations of older people’s rights, including during the COVID-19 pandemic, and minimised the need for decades of work advocating for social reform and actions to combat ageism. 
WHAT YOU CAN DO NOW AND UP UNTIL MAY 2024 TO ADVOCATE FOR THE DRAFTING OF A CONVENTION:
1. Request your government representatives to express support for a new UN Convention on the human rights of older persons and engage constructively with the current intersessional processes of the UNGA Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing in the lead up to OEWGA14. See IFA.ngo for draft letters to share. 
2. Sign GAROP’s petition calling on governments to begin drafting a UN Convention
3. Activate your professional and personal networks and connections to take similar action. GAROP has social media tiles and press release copy available here for public use. The Global Rally, a key initiative of the Age with Rights Campaign, will occur from 8-14 April, representing a concerted global effort to raise government awareness of public support for a Convention on the Rights of Older Persons. 
4. Take individual action via emails, letters and direct contact with government representatives to see this action implemented.





*WHO ARE WE?
This Call to Action was prepared by concerned citizens Sue Hendy (IFA), Jan Bruce, Maree McCabe (IFA) and Patricia Reeve with support from the International Federation on Ageing. Find us on Facebook “Support a UN Convention on the Rights of Older People” or click on https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61557046782218

FURTHER READING:
International Federation on Ageing (IFA): United Nations
INPEA et al, Strengthening Older People’s Rights: Towards a UN Convention, A resource for promoting dialogue on creating a new UN Convention on the Rights of Older Persons, 2023 (12pp)
Global Alliance on the Rights of Older People (GAROP) About the Open-ended Working Group (OEWG) – The Global Alliance (rightsofolderpeople.org)l, f O
Every Age Counts - Policy - EveryAGECounts Persons Australia (ROPA) 
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