



Action to Secure Government Support of a UN Convention on the Rights of Older People

Letters to Australian Ministers Urging Their Support of a UN Convention on the Rights of Older People in Advance of the Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing


The IFA has created the following letters to be shared with government ministers in advance of the 14th session of the Open-ended Working Group on Ageing, due to meet from 20 to 24 May 2024. Please be advised that use of IFA letterhead requires that the contents of the letters remain unchanged unless specified (sections in bold can be adjusted to include your name and / or organizational affiliation). Alternatively, feel welcome to copy and paste the contents of the letters when sharing with the appropriate ministers.
Letters Included to the Following Ministers
Senator the Hon Penny Wong	3
The Hon Mark Butler MP	5
The Hon Mark Dreyfus KC MP	7




To be sent to:
[bookmark: _Toc161831611]Senator the Hon Penny Wong
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Parliament House
Email: penny.wong.mp@aph.gov.au

Senator the Hon Penny Wong
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Parliament House
CANBERERA. ACT
										March 2024
Dear Minister,
UN convention on the human rights of older persons: Australia’s engagement in the 14th session of the UNGA Open-ended Working Group on Ageing (20-24 May 2024)
I write to urge you to express support, within the Government and at the United Nations level, for the elaboration of a new United Nations convention on the human rights of older persons. In my view the evidence presented to various United Nations forums over more than a decade has demonstrated that the current international framework has failed to deliver effective protection for the human rights of older persons: a new comprehensive, coherent legally binding instrument is required to bring about the major changes that are needed.
I ask in particular that the Australian government and the Australian mission to the United Nations in New York engage constructively with the current inter-sessional processes of the UNGA Open-ended Working Group on Ageing (OEWGA) in the lead up to its 14th session from 20-24 May 2024. In particular, I urge the Government to take all possible steps to ensure that the recommendations to be adopted by the OEWGA in May 2024 call for the drafting of a convention or at the very least leave open the possibility of such an instrument as part of the answer to the question of “how best to address” the gaps, limitations and deficiencies that exist in the international framework relating to the enjoyment by older persons of their human rights.
I and other older Australian and civil society groups are keen to work with the Government and the New York mission to achieve these goals. I appreciate the strong support that the Australian Government and mission have shown for the meaningful participation of civil society in the processes of the OEWGA to date and hope that this will include support for meaningful engagement by civil society in the development of the recommendations currently being negotiated intersessionally.
I have also written to the Attorney-General and the Ministers for Health and Aged Care, as responsibility for certain aspects of policy with regard to older persons falls within their portfolios.
I look forward to hearing from you. I can be reached at [Insert email or phone number if of interest].
Best regards
[Name]
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To be sent to:
[bookmark: _Toc161831612]The Hon Mark Butler MP
Minister for Health and Aged Care
Parliament House
Canberra
Email: Minister.Butler@health.gov.au

cc The Hon Annika Wells MP
Minister for Aged Care
Email: Anika.Wells.MP@aph.gov.au

cc The Hon Ged Kearney
Assistant Minister for Health and Aged Care
Email: Ged.Kearney.MP@aph.gov.au


Dear Minister,
UN convention on the human rights of older persons: Australia’s engagement in the 14th session of the UNGA Open-ended Working Group on Ageing (20-24 May 2024)
I write to you as the Minister with primary responsibility for policy matters relating to older people in Australia.
I write to urge you to express support, within the Government and at the United Nations level, for the elaboration of a new United Nations convention on the human rights of older persons. In my view the evidence presented to various United Nations forums over more than a decade has demonstrated that the current international framework has failed to deliver effective protection for the human rights of older persons: a new comprehensive, coherent legally binding international framework is required to bring about the major changes that are needed. The challenges which the drafting of a new ‘rights-based’ Aged Care Act has presented, have highlighted the usefulness of such a framework.
I ask in particular that the Australian government and the Australian mission to the United Nations in New York engage constructively with inter-sessional processes of the UNGA Open-ended Working Group on Ageing (OEWGA) in the lead-up to its 14th session from 20-24 May 2024. In particular, I urge the Government to take all possible steps to ensure that the recommendations to be adopted by the OEWGA in May 2024 call for the drafting of a convention or at the very least leave open the possibility of such an instrument as part of the answer to the question of “how best to address” the gaps, limitations and deficiencies that exist in the international framework relating to the enjoyment by older persons of their human rights.
I and other older Australian and civil society groups are keen to work with the Government and the New York mission to achieve these goals. 
I have also written to the Attorney-General and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, as responsibility for certain aspects of policy with regard to older persons falls within their portfolios.
I look forward to hearing from you. I can be reached at [Insert email or phone number if of interest].
Best regards
[Name]



[bookmark: _Toc161831613]The Hon Mark Dreyfus KC MP
Attorney-General
Parliament House 
Canberra
Email: attorney@ag.gov.au 
mark.dreyfus.mp@aph.gov.au

The Hon Mark Dreyfus KC MP
Attorney-General
Parliament House 
Canberra, Australia
										March 2024
Dear Attorney,
UN convention on the human rights of older persons: Australia’s engagement in the 14th session of the UNGA Open-ended Working Group on Ageing (20-24 May 2024)
I write to you as the minister with primary responsibility for the human rights of all Australians to urge you to express support, within the Government and at the United Nations level, for the elaboration of a new United Nations convention on the human rights of older persons. 
In our view the evidence presented to various United Nations forum over more than a decade has clearly demonstrated that the current international human rights framework has failed to deliver effective protection for the human rights of older persons and that a new comprehensive, coherent legally binding international instrument is required to bring about the major changes that are needed. The challenges which the drafting of a new ‘rights-based’ Aged Care Act has presented, have highlighted the usefulness of such a framework.
I ask in particular that you take steps to ensure the Australian government and the Australian mission to the United Nations in New York engage constructively with inter-sessional processes of the UNGA Open-ended Working Group on Ageing (OEWGA) in the lead-up to its 14th session from 20-24 May 2024. I urge the Government to take all possible steps to ensure that the recommendations to be adopted by the OEWGA in May 2024 call for the drafting of a convention or at the very least leave open the possibility of such an instrument as part of the answer to the question of “how best to address” the gaps, limitations and deficiencies that exist in the international framework relating to the enjoyment  by older persons of their human rights.
I and other older Australian and civil society groups are keen to work with the Government and the New York mission to achieve these goals. 
I have also written to the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Ministers for Health and Aged Care, as responsibility for certain aspects of policy with regard to older persons falls within their portfolios.
I look forward to hearing from you. I can be reached at [Insert email or phone number if of interest].
Best regards
[Name]
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